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assistance and material, the members will undoubtedly carrv on
intense propaganda, especially among the Japanese military, to drive
them into hastening the southward advance and into war with the
United States, if possible,

When asked by some of my colleagues what Japan was to gain
from the alliance, the Vice-Foreign Minister, Mr. Ohashi, has said
that the pact is aimed directly against the United States, which
ever since the Immigration Act of 1924 and the Manchurian Incident
has hampered' Japan's necessary expansion; that world totalitar-
ianism will take the place of Anglo-Saxonism, which is bankrupt
and will be wiped out, and that Japan has to ally herself with the
other camp which is not intransigently set on preserving the status
quo. He said almost the same to me.

MATSUOKA EXPLAINS WHY JAPAN JOINED THE AXIS

Octobers, 1940

The Foreign Minister handed to me a statement in Japanese,
entitled " A Statement to the United States concerning the Three-
Power Alliance," to the general effect that the pact is aimed at no
particular country (although Ohashi said to some of my colleagues
that it was aimed dlirectly at the United States) and that there will
be no trouble between the two countries if America understands the
New Order in East Asia. Our Embassy's translation of the original
document follows :

A Statement to the United States Concerning the Three-Power Alliance

The recent Three-Power Alliance is not aimed at any particular
country. If Japan, Germany, and Italy unite, the probability of being
attacked by another country is decreased, the spreading of world
disorder may be prevented, and in this sense the alliance contributes
to world peace. By this treaty Japan has further clarified its intention
to establish a new order in Greater East Asia including the South
Seas.

The construction of a new order in East Asia means the construc-
tion of a new order under which Japan establishes the relationship
of common existence and mutual prosperity with the peoples of
each and every land in Greater East Asia, that is East Asia including
the South Seas. In a position of equality with every other country,
Japan may freely carry on enterprises, trade, and emigration in and
to each and every land in Greater East Asia and thereby be enabled
to solve its population problem. This does not mean these areas are
to be exploited and conquered, nor does it mean these areas are to
be closed to the trade and enterprise of other countries. Japan has
long tried to solve its population problem through emigration, trade,
and enterprises abroad, but the various countries of Europe and
America have nullified Japan's reasonable and peaceful efforts con-
cerning its population problem since those countries have turned back